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Incidence of Milk-borne Infections

That milk is a potent factor in the spread of disease is widely recognised.
In Great Britain alone since 1912 there have been over 100 outbreaks of
milk-borne disease, affecting a large number of persons. Wilson gives the
following figures of outbreaks of milk-borne disease from 1912 to 1937
inclusive :

TABLE i.

Disease.

No. of Outbreaks.

Scarlet Fever and Septic Sore Throat   .
Diphtheria        ......

Typhoid Fever, Paratyphoid Fever and Dysenterjr
Gastro-enteritis .                .        .        .

40
20
39

These figures exclude tuberculosis and undulant fever and all outbreaks due to infected

milk products.

Prior to 1912 there were many more. It is also estimated that in the last
twenty years over 100,000 persons have contracted bovine tubeiculosis in
this country through milk infected with the causative organism. The
following summary of 722 milk-borne outbreaks of disease in the United
States of America from 1923 to 1939 is given by statistics collected by the
United States Public Health Service :

TABLE 2.

Disease.
	No. of Outbreaks.
	No. of Cases
	No. of Deaths (incomplete).

Typhoid Fever
	393
	6,699
	504

Paratyphoid   .
	25
	1,053
	22

Dysentery and Enteritis
	53
	3,176
	26

Septic Sore Throat
	88
	11,341
	129

Scarlet Fever
	92
	5,849
	53

Diphtheria
	14
	210
	7

Miscellaneous Diseases (including food
	
	
	

poisoning)        .....
	57
	1,730
	2

Total       .          .
	722
	30,058
	743

The figures given exclude all sporadic cases either of animal or human diseases carried
by milk.

The U.S.A. Public Health Report for the Week ending April 3rd, 1931,
mentions that there had been 258 milk-borne epidemics in the six years
previous to the report, comprising the following diseases :

Disease*

Typhoid Fever   .
Scarlet Fever
Septic Sore Throat
Undulant Fever
[Diphtheria
Miscellaneous

No. of Epidemics.
177

34
22
8

8
9

Total .

Types of Infection
The diseases spread by the agency of milk fall into two groups